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Call Now for Further Information  
01797 224778 

Harbour Road, Rye, East Sussex TN31 7TE 

Offices and Industrial Units 
From 500 square feet 
to 10,000 square feet 

                 24 Hour Security 

Also: - 
Self Storage 
Containers 

to suit all purposes 
from £25 + VAT per week 
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Issue  3   Volume 6 December  2006 

D ue to a sudden  
increase in my  
personal problems 
once again, I’m 

afraid I have not had a chance to 
sort out any Christmas  
competitions this year, which is a 
shame as I had planned some, I 
will endeavour to recuperate the 
situation next year. 
My main computer is back up and 
running thanks to ‘Compass  
Electronic Services’ although not 
to its full capacity due to my need 
to use it as soon as possible but 
with a little more work after this 
newsletter we should be back to 
full strength, thanks Phil for your 
expertise, do drop in and see Phil if 
you are having problems with 
your PC he is a fully trained IT 
engineer and is very reasonable, 

you can find him at ‘Atlas  
Industrial Park’, Rye Harbour 
Road or see his main ad on page 
19. 
Last month I got a little confused, 
not that that takes a lot and thought 
I was a month ahead and made the 
deadline really early, sorry, it was 
supposed to be this month due to 
Christmas and New Year  
holidays, so next months deadline 
will be Monday 11th December 
please let me have your copy as 
soon as possible, thank you. 
Just left to say,  have a truly  
awesome Christmas. 
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Editor’s Comments 

The Friends Of St Thomas 
St Thomas Primary School, Winchelsea are holding their 
Christmas Fair on Saturday 2nd December at Winchelsea 
Beach Village Hall from 1.00pm to 3.00pm. 
There will be a Grand Raffle with a 1st Prize of £100.00 
plus other prizes, lots of other activities, stalls,  
refreshments and Father Christmas. 
Please come for a fun afternoon and support our School 

Rye Harbour Newsletter  
Compiled By & For The Residents 
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Ellis Bros. 
 

(Funeral Services) 
Ltd. 

THE OLD FIRE STATION,  3 FERRY ROAD,  RYE.  Tel. 01797 222394 

 

Funerals, Memorial Monuments arranged 
 

Private Chapel of Rest 
 

Golden Charter Prepaid Funeral Plans 
 

At any hour  Mrs Jackie Richards, Mr. Michael Howard  

 

We print A4/A5 single or double-sided leaflets on 80gsm or 
100gsm; flyers, letters/ letterheads mail shots, information 
sheets, work sheets, booklets and newsletters etc. In fact 
any application where you want black text/ images/ logos 
on white or coloured paper, with spot colour if required. 

 

E-MAIL ON a4printshop@tiscali.co.uk WITH YOUR QUESTIONS 
Or Call On 01424 814249 PRINTING NEED NOT COST THE EARTH 

1 ,000 A5 Single Sided One Colour Leaflets On White Paper - £28 .00 
Full Pricing Guide on www.ryeharbournewsletter.org 
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RYE HARBOUR  
NEWSLETTER 

Editor - Marcus Whitaker 
Design - Marcus Whitaker 
Typing - Marcus Whitaker 
Photo’s - Marcus Whitaker 

Advertising - Marcus Whitaker 
Printing - A4 Print Shop 

Distribution - Marcus Whitaker 
Web Site Design - Marcus Whitaker 

 Advertising Rates 
From Issue 1 Volume 5 

Full Page                     £25.00 
Three Quarter Page   £20.00 
Half Page                    £15.00 
Quarter Page              £10.00 
 Eighth Page               £  5.00 
 Back Page Add On  £20.00 

SPOT COLOUR 
Red, Blue, Green & Purple 

All  spot colours will be £5.00 each colour,  
Block colours £10.00 each 

Inside Front or Back Page Add On £10.00  
Initial Artwork Charge Of £10.00 

With Colour £15.00 
If Required, Unless Otherwise Agreed 

All artwork done in colour  
will remain in colour on the 

Web Site: www.ryeharbournewsletter.org 
 

RYE HARBOUR  
NEWSLETTER 

 

Office: 01424 814249 
Mobile: 07890 385332 

E-Mail: ryeharbournewsletter@tiscali.co.uk 
Or The Post Box At The Rear Of  

Rye Harbour Stores 
Views and opinions that are expresses in this magazine, are not 
necessarily those of the Editor or named contributors. To the best of 
my knowledge all the details are correct at the time of going to press 
and I regret that I cannot be responsible for any alterations or  
cancellations. 
I claim copyright for everything in this publication. There can be no 
reproduction of any article without prior written permission from 
the Editor. 
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Rye Harbour Stores 
Opening Times  

Mon - Fri 7.30am  - 5.30pm  
Saturday’s 8 am to 5.30 pm                                       
Sunday’s 9 am to 5.30 pm 

 
 

Don’t Forget To Order  
 Your Chickens 

 

 

FULLY FINISHED LAUNDRY AND DRY 
CLEANING 

BAG WASH SERVICE  
(washing by weight) 

REPAIRS & ALTERATIONS 
 

EXPRESS SERVICE AVAILABLE  

TEL. 01797 224779 

R Y E  C L E A N E R S 
MARKET ROAD 

 
1 CYPRUS PLACE, RYE         

Tel. 01797 223033 
 

We hire a wide range of equipment,  
& sell building materials,  

cycle spares, etc. and repair / service most 
makes of tools and  
garden equipment. 

Stockists of British Gas Butane  
& Propane Bottles 

 

Member of Hire Association Europe 

    VICTORIA  
TYRE CENTRE 

TELEPHONE: 01424-460838 
162 VICTORIA AVE HASTINGS EAST SUSSEX 

LONG LIFE FOR YOUR TYRES WITH MARANGONI TYRE 
GLOBAL WARRANTY 

OPENING HOURS 8.30 - 5.00 MON - FRI  8.30 - 1.00 SAT 

• HUGE STOCK OF NEW CAR & 
4x4 TYRES 

• PUNCTURES 

• WHEEL BALANCING 

• TRACKING 

 

RYE & DISTRICT  
COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 

A Company Limited By Guarantee 
Reg. Charity Number 1079421 

GROUP TRANSPORT 
FOR CLUB OUTINGS 

 

DIAL - A - RIDE 
FOR PEOPLE WITH 

MOBILITY PROBLEMS 
 

ALL ENQUIRIES 
227722 

YOU COULD  
FILL THIS  

BOX 
FOR JUST 

£5.00 
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RYE LINENS 
8 - 10 FERRY ROAD, RYE, TN31 7DN 

Phone 01797 229119                    Fax 01797 229121 
Web: www.rye-tourism.co.uk/ryelinens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
            

Suppliers of Good Quality 
 

HOUSEHOLD           HANKERCHIEFS 
LINENS                         & GIFT IDEAS 

REGISTERED  
CHILDMINDER 

Has vacancies,  
20 years experience  

Call now  
on  

01797 224966 

REGISTERED  
CHILDMINDER 

Has vacancies,  
very experienced   
Call Rosemarie  

now on  
01797 227473 
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 FEEL FREE  
TO PARTICIPATE 

http://www.ryeharbournewsletter.org 
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I  have been on a short break 
to Wales, Not often that I 
take time off but I have 
always fancied Wales, 

especially the Forest of Dean, 
(together with Iron Bridge, the 
cradle of the Industrial  
Revolution).  I visited the “Big Pit, 
a coal mine, and I also went down 
an Iron Ore mine.   
Speaking of Wales we had one 
arrive on the beach at Camber.  A 
sad sight especially as it is  
rumoured in the village that the 
family could be seen off shore and 
a gentle cry could be heard from 
them as this huge family member 
finally went ashore to its last  
resting place.   
A number of us went to the grand 
building in London of “Drapers 
Hall” one of the 108 or so livery 
halls.  The occasion? An awards 
ceremony for the best fishing port 
in the U.K for which Rye had 
been nominated.  We came  
second after Plymouth.   
Our annual Oil spill exercise took 
place at the Strand Quay when it 
was assumed that an road oil 
tanker had crashed on the  
Tillingham Sluice spilling some 

30.000 litres of pollutants into the 
harbour.  A boom was placed 
across the river with pump  
engaged to remove the material,  
all went well.  
The harbour launch “Rother III” 
has suffered a serious breakdown 
to the main engine.  For the  
technically minded the “Turbo 
Blower” blew causing damage to 
the cylinders.  A new engine is 
now being sourced (the “In” 
word) but it will be some time 
before this valuable craft will be 
back in service.   
In the mean time the port  
experienced two 85 metre vessels 
on the same tide bringing in some 
4,000 tons of aggregate.  It has 
been five years since we had two 
vessels on the quay at the same 
time.  The wharf staff completed 
the discharge in 7 hours, a  
magnificent achievement.  Both 
vessels sailed on the evening tide 

the same day.   
The new “Simmons” quay is 
being used by some 21 fishing 
vessels,  The site requires  
management and with this in 
mind a small office has been set 
up within shed 11 (or “Room 

101” as I call it) on the quay.  I am 
dividing my time between the 
harbour office and this new  
location. This shed contains oil 
spill kits, First aid and a host of 
other equipment as required by the 
many legislative documents.  
Whilst on the fishing topic most 
boats have gone over to the  
dredging of scallops (Nov. 1st).  It 
is predicted that this seasons haul 
may be record breaking,  
improving on the 4,500 tons 
caught in previous years.  The 
bountiful fields have attracted the 
attention of other fishing boats 
from neighbouring ports and it is 
expected that an additional 6 craft 
will arrive at Rye for the winter 
fishing period.  
Do you remember the Russians 
arrested at Rye for importing  
illegal’s (nick named operation 
“Clansman”) last summer.  Well 
the two gentlemen concerned 
pleaded “Not Guilty” and so, as a 
consequence, I am to appear at 
Maidstone County Court for a 
number of days during the last 
week of November.  It seemed a 
“Shut and Closed” case to me but 
the law sees it differently.  
I suppose this is the last new letter 
before Christmas so in keeping 
with the seasonal spirit All staff at 
the harbour, Pilots, Boat crews, 
wish you all the very best  
compliments of the  season 

CARL BAGWELL   
Captain 

Harbour Master 

FROM THE HARBOUR MASTERS CHAIR 
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Harbour Master’s Comments Cont. AFRICA UPDATE 2006 

L wala Community and I would like 
to say thank you to all of you who 
have cared enough to con-
tribute to the orphan chil-

dren and village. Especially the two 
donors who contributed a  
considerable sum, one of my friends in 
the harbour and one unknown. 
 
My second visit  was as exciting,  
difficult, despairing and wonderful as 
before. I saw the change, because of the 
water pump, in the farm. It has become 
a little  
enterprise, growing enough food for the  
children and community and from January a 
school will buy their produce for payment. The 
farm committee has rented out the pump for 
money or a piece of extra farm land. The 
money eventually will buy a hand plough. 
Women are working a rota on the farm for 
which they get food for the family. There is 
hope now that with the next draught hunger is 
of the past. 
Again I have to praise the warmth of the people 
and delight of the children despite their difficult 
life. They are committed to working together 
with me and the charity which is trying to raise 
money for clean water.  
 
There is now a farm/water and school  
committee, all doing their bit to make the  
projects work. 
The teacher is still giving her time free, walking 
55 minutes each way to give the children an 
education. They have no resources yet latter are 
keen to learn and greeted me with an English 
song and poem. 
 
So far donations have been able to provide: 
The water pump (biggest item) 
Tables and benches for the children, locally 
built 
300 pounds worth of reading books organised 

through Mc Millan in Nairobi 
Blankets for all the children and the elderly 

widows (nights are cold) 
Sewing machines for the women to make 
clothes for the children and to sell 
Replaced the donkey and Ox which died in the 
draught early this year  
 
Presently I am sending more donated money to 
buy Mosquito Nets as Maleria is still the  
biggest killer and the government is doing  
nothing. A good net costs 2.80 pounds, the  
government could easily give them out but 
don’t. We are starting with the pregnant  
mothers, elderly and babies. 
 
The next big project and I feel very important 
plan now is to raise money for a new school 
house come community centre which will be 
managed by them. 
It will house three school rooms, a vocational 
teaching space as no-one can afford the cost of 
Secondary School and there are many dis 
affected youth and I hope a medical room. At  
25-30.000 pounds it will be pretty cost but 
more important, human effective. 
 

PLEASE  HELP TO MAKE THE  
DIFFERENCE  HAPPEN 
Heidi Foster 01797 229103 
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If you would like to book the Village Hall for a 
party or some other gathering then visit the web 
site at  www.ryeharbourvillagehall.co.uk.   
You will be able to view hall availability and 
other information relating to the Village Hall. 
The hall can be hired for £5 per hour for  
Village residents and £8 per hour for  
non-Village residents, commercial bookings and 
organisations; these rates include: heating, light-
ing, kitchen facilities etc.. 
If you don't have access to the internet and would 
like to book the hall, you can phone 01797 
223631. 
Don't forget, a deposit is needed to guarantee 
your booking. 

Hire The Village Hall 

Tuesdays 10.30 am - 12.30 pm 
Tuesdays 1.30 pm - 3.30 pm 
No Appointment Necessary  

Wednesdays 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Appointments Necessary  

Rye Partnership Office (Rye) 
01424 215055 / 734549 

Or you may telephone, on 0870 1264101 
7 Days a Week -24 Hours a Day 

General Information 

Local Police 
Your Local Police Station No. 

Emergency Calls Only 
999 

For All Non Emergency Calls 
0845 60 70 999 

Reproduced from Admiralty time tables by permission of the controller of Her Majesty's Stationary Office 
& The UK Hydrographic Office. 
Also my thanks to Adams Ltd for the use of their Tide Tables 
 

Floodline 
0845  988 1188 

Citizens Advice 

 

Flood Warnings 
Local Tide Times 
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Mondays to Saturdays only (excluding Bank Holidays)  325 

Local Bus Times 

Mondays to Fridays only (excluding Bank Holidays)  326 

Mondays to Saturdays only (excluding Bank Holidays)  346 / 347 

Mondays to Saturdays only (excluding Bank Holidays)  344 

Explanation of Codes:   
 
NS: Not on Saturdays         
S: Saturdays Only       
N   : Not School Days & Saturdays           
   : School Days Only               
R : Operates via Rye Harbour at 1807 
T : Operates via Rye Harbour at 0820 
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POST 

OFFICE 

Rye Post Office here for all your Post Office needs:- 
Passport Checking Service 

Car Tax 
Data-post Guaranteed Service 

Mobile Phone Top-ups 

Excellent and Full  
Range of Stationery 
Plus Greeting Cards  

At Super Prices 
Fax Service &  
Photo Coping 

On Site Passport Kiosk 

RYE POST OFFICE 
Cinque Port Street, Rye, East Sussex 

Tel: 01797 229711 

FULL ON SITE  
ONE HOUR FILM DEVELOPING 
Including Digital Film Developing 

From Memory Cards 
Or Images On CD 

Full on Demand  
Bureau-De-Change 

Euro’s & Dollars + Lots More 
0% Commission on  

Travel Money 
Great Value on  

Travel Insurance 

top-up 
1 Hour 
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The 

M.O.T. 
Centre 

HARBOUR  
ROAD 

EAST SUSSEX 
RYE 

TN31 7TE 

MOT’s £35 
Free retest if  
within 7 days. 

 
Motorbike  

MOT’s   
 

All makes of cars and  
vans serviced. 

*Clutches* *Brakes* 
*Cambelts* *Exhausts*  
*Head Gaskets* *Tyres*   

All MOT repairs  
carried out  

including Welding. 
 

Opening Times 
Monday—Friday 

8am—6pm 
Saturdays 
8am-3pm 

Phone: 01797 223606 
Fax: 01797 229888 

Email: 
themotcentre@tiscali.co.uk 

01797 
223606 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH 

Full details on can be viewed on: www.ryeharbournewsletter.org 

WARNING 
 
The Bus / Train Break glass  
Hammers as pictured below are 
being stolen from school buses and 
trains in the Rye Area, If you find 
one of these or have  
information regarding the theft of 
one or know someone who is in 
possession of one of these  
hammers, Please report it to PCSO 
Dan Bevan at Rye Police Station 
on 0845 6060999 Ext 66280. 
 
  

Burglary 
At 11.20pm on Saturday 4th November 2006 a group of 3 youths aged about 16 years old broke 
into a store room at the Rye Harbour Social Club, causing damage to the store room door, and 
stole alcohol and soft drinks to the value of £30.  The youths were spotted by an eagle eyed  
member of the public who bravely gave chase to the youths and by pursuing them caused the 
youths to discard the stolen items before he lost sight of them close to the lifeboat station.  The 
member of the public then promptly returned all the property back to the social club.    
Anyone with further information regarding this incident is asked to contact police on 0845 60 70 
999 quoting serial 1884 of 4th November 2006.  
  

Damage 
Rye Harbour Road  Paint stripper poured over bonnet and roof of a blue Peugeot 106. Between 
8.00pm on 04/11/06 and 11.30am on 05/11/06 685 of 05/11/06 
 

Message -Mobile -phone and purse  thefts 
There were a number of reports of mobile ?phone and purse  thefts in Hastings last weekend. As 
pubs, restaurants, shops and streets become busier in the run up to Christmas please remain alert 
to potential thieves looking for easy pickings. 
There are several steps you can take to make your mobile ?phone more secure, including keeping 
your ?phone out of sight when not in use and using the ?phone?s security features. For more  
information about mobile ?phone security go to https://www.immobilise.com/
phonecrimeprevention.ikml 
Remember: keep hold of your handbag, never let it out of your sight and most importantly zip or 
clasp it shut so that a thief cannot reach in and steal your purse. Also try not to put down your  
bags or leave them unattended while shopping or trying on clothes, it only takes a split second for 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH Cont... 
the thief to strike. 

 
Rother District Council - The Official Opening of the Rye Community Help Point 

Councillor Mrs Wendy Miers, Chairman of Rother District Council, was supported by  
Councillor Bob Tidy, Cabinet Member from East Sussex County Council and lead member for 
Community Services and E-Government, when she officially opened Rother?s third Community 
Help Point at 25 Cinque Ports Street, Rye on Wednesday 25th October 2006. 
All of Rother?s Community Help Points, in Battle, Bexhill and now Rye, provide services not 
only for the District Council, but also for the County Council, the Fire Service, Police and the 
Primary Care Trust.  
The Rye Help Point is open from 9 a.m. to 4.30 Monday to Friday and has already been well 
received by those using its facilities.  The helpful staff will be able to offer help and advice on 
Council services and will also assist with any query relating to any of its partner organisations.  
To read more go to http://www.rother.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=2584  

 
Fire Training by the Fire Services 

This excellent three hour session run by the Fire Services is aimed at any organisation used by the 
public including churches, community halls and other small voluntary organisations. 
Basically if you have any fire extinguishers or fire blankets on your premises, it is vital that at 
least one person from your organisation knows how to use them properly and safely. 
The training only costs £25 per person and we have 18 places to fill on a first come first serve 
basis. This session will be held at Bohemia Rd Fire Station from 10am-1pm on Wed 24th  
January and includes a practical hands-on training conducted outside for about one hour, so  
everyone is reminded to bring suitable warm outdoor clothing. 
Please contact Tricia Owen at Chapel Park Online, St Leonards Baptist Church, Chapel Park 
Road, St Leonards on Sea TN37 6HR Tel: 01424 714095  
E-mail: tricia.owen@chapelpark-1stbyte.co.uk to book your place. 

Harbour Watch 
Do you want to be kept up to date with Neighbourhood Watch information about crime prevention advice 
and issues relating to your area. 
Then why not subscribe to this free service to receive this information by e-mail, either at work or at 
home. 
It's as easy as sending an e-mail to HarbourWatch-owner@yahoogroups.co.uk to join.  Pease make sure 
that the subject reads 'SUBSCRIBE'. 
If you would like to received the NHW information at a different e-mail address, then include this in the 
message body. 

SUSSEX POLICE 
In an emergency dial 999 
For all other calls use 0845 60 70 999.  If responding to a NHW by e-mail message please quote the  
Serial No. and date or the Crime Reference No. 
Crimestoppers:  0800 555111  Information about any type of crime can be given anonymously on this 
number. Trading Standards:  01323 418200 
Hastings Borough Council ASBO (Anti Social Behaviour Order)  
Helpline:  0800 783 6084 
Rother Antisocial Behaviour Co-ordinator:  01424 456160 
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I cklesham Parish Council held their 
monthly meeting at Winchelsea Beach 
Community Hall on Monday 13th  
November. The two Rye Harbour  

members attended. 
This was the last meeting of Tony Cox as Clerk 
and a new clerk Derek Rosewell forced the 
meeting. The appointment was approved at the 
meeting except by Mr Commotto a name that 
you may have seen in the local newspaper. 
A parish notice board will soon be installed on 
the wall of the Village Hall and we hope to see 
a basketball stand on the Pound field. 
Following the parish poll and questionnaire 

back in the summer on the future of the parish 
Rother Licensing and General Purposes  
Committee reviewed the matter on the 16th 
October and decided to put the matter on hold, 
a government white paper on the future of town 
and parish councils is due to be published 
sometime next year. So for present, things  
remain as they are. 
Doubtless we shall read of the so called 
'Winchelsea Action Group' with Mr Commotto 
pontificating against Icklesham Parish and 
Rother, all very sad as until now, everyone 
worked together for the whole Parish, and the 
wards. 

PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 

Service 325 Rye - Rye Harbour No Change 
 
Services to Hastings 
 
Stagecoach 711 to Hastings departs 57 minutes past the hour. 
Coastal 344 at 09.00 and then 30 minutes past the hour. 
For the Conquest, Stagecoach 26a departs stop K (Priory Meadow) 
07.32 and 52 minutes past the hour. 
Leaflet available at the Information Centre, Tiown Hall and the  
Conquest. 
 
Returning to Rye 
 
Two conveniant Coastal buses return via Westfield, service 342  
departs Conquest 15.36 and 17.16 which connects for Rye Harbour, 
otherwise return via town centre for 711 or 344. 

Michael Alford 

Changes to the Bus Timetable 
RYE HARBO UR NEWSLETTER ISSUE  3   PAGE 15 

CT AUTOS 
Unit 6, Simpson's yard 

 

Car repairs & servicing  
 

Quality Second-hand parts 
 
 
 
 

07818 678859 or 07971 744263 

Call  
chris  

on 

 

 Rye Harbour Heritage 
NEED YOUR HELP 

http://www.ryeharbour.net 

Rye & District Age Concern 
Age concern is providing an Outreach Information Service in Rye 

At Rye CVS, 25 Cinque Ports Street, Rye 
On the second and fourth Thursdays of the month from 10 am to 12 noon 

 
There is a wide range information available, on subjects such as benefits, residential homes, 
sheltered accommodation, support services, clubs, transport and many more. Age concern  
fact sheets are available and copies can be supplied on request. 
 
The service aims to help older people, their families, friends and carers. Callers can drop in  
during the opening hours mentioned above or telephone on 01797 225466 
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N ow we are 
moving  
towards the 
end of the 

year the reserve is  
increasingly paying host to 
visitors of a wintry nature.  
Species such as Wigeon, Teal 
and Coot are increasing  
towards their winter levels, 
while less common visitors 
included; Scaup, an essentially 
sea-going version of the more 
familiar Tufted Duck;  
Goldeneye, a saw-billed duck 
with the unusual habit (at least 
among ducks!) of nesting in 
tree-holes; and a Bewick’s 
Swan, a northern relative of 
our own Mute Swan and a less 
than annual visitor to the  
reserve. We have also had our 
first few sightings of Bittern, 
possibly our most important 
winter visitor, which turned up 
at Rye Harbour when their 

northern European reedbeds 
freeze over. Despite these  
winter visitors however, the 
unseasonably warm weather 
has had a strange effect on 
local wildlife. Insects such as 
Red Admiral and Common 
Darter Dragonfly were on the 
wing well into November, 
while a walk around the  
reserve on the 12th of that 
month found Large-flowered 
Evening Primrose, Yarrow and 
Viper’s Bugloss still  
flowering! Global warming 
anyone? 
 
Recent volunteer work parties 
included yet more fish refuge 
construction and willow  

clearance at Castle Water, 
and also the removal of 
an old tern nesting raft 
here. In addition, the  
arrival of our new work 
boat gave us the incentive 

to sally forth on a very windy 
autumn day to do some work 
on one of the islands, created 
during the excavation of the 
Bittern area in 2003. This  
involved removing plant 
growth from the island and 
then capping it with shingle, a 
move which will hopefully 
provide extra nesting areas for 
birds during the breeding  
season. 
 
Some of you might have a 
noticed a new vehicle on the 
reserve… a white van being 
run on 100% biodiesel, it has 
now been decked out with 
writing to help advertise the 
reserve. 

 
To find out about 
events on the reserve 
keep an eye on our 
posters that we put 
up around the village 
or visit www.
wildRye.info, and for 
events throughout 
the rye bay area visit 
www.RXwildlife.
org.uk  
 
 
 
Barry, Miriam, 
Chris and Sam 

Rye Harbour Nature Reserve Report 
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RYE CATTLE MARKET - RYE - EAST SUSSEX 
(01797) 224232    Fax (01797) 224560 

 
ANIMAL HEALTH PRODUCTS  

FENCING WIRE - GATES 

ANIMAL and PET FOOD  

COUNTRY CLOTHING - CARTRIDGES 

SHEARING EQUIPMENT - IRONMONGERY  

SWIMMING POOL CHEMCALS 
 

Open 8.30 - 5.30 Weekdays, Saturday 9.00 - 5.00         Delivery Service 

Rye Harbour Nature Reserve Report Cont..     Children’s  
Christmas Party  

This years Children’s Christmas Party  
at the village hall will be held on  

Sunday 17th December From 4.00pm to 7.00pm  
This party is FREE to all  

resident children of the village and all 
are welcome, we hope to see you there for  

fun and games, food, entertainment 
and presents with Father Christmas. 

Also 
Prizes for best Fancy Dress  

( Various Ages) 
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* WHATS ON - IN YOUR LOCAL AREA  * 
DECEMBER 

 
Fri 1st  
Christmas Parade, Lights on 
and Late Night Shopping  
Parade at 5.45pm Christmas 
lights turned on at 6pm at The 
George Hotel. White Fireworks 
at 8.30pm on Town Salts. 
Tenterden  Late Night  
Christmas Shopping   
Details required nearer time,  
please call Ashford T.I.C.  01233 
629165 
 
Sat 2nd 
Antique & Collectables Fair  
Rye Community Centre,  
Conduit Hill from 9.30am – 
4.30pm 
Wealden Craftworkers Fair 
Herstmonceux Village Hall, 
10am – 4pm. Entry Free. 01323 
485927 
St. Mary’s Parish Church, Rye  
Concert by Bromley Youth 
Chamber orchestra & Bromley 
young musicians string  
ensemble in aid of Chernoble  
Children Rye holiday fund & 
Hospice Nurses in Belarus.  
Tickets £8 available in advance, 
St. Mary’s Church 01797 
224935 or Grammer school, 
High Street, Rye. 01797 222752 
or on the door. 
Children’s Art Completion  
 Held at Rye Adult Education 
Centre. Being judged by Neil 
Buchanan of ART ATTACK.  
 
 

 
Sun 3rd 
Friends of Rye Wurlitzer 
Bryon Jones in concert. Thomas 
Peacocke, Community College. 
Tickets on the door £5.50,  
include interval refreshments. 
Concert 2.30pm 
 A Winter Ramble around Pett 
Level  
A 4 mile walk to look at the  
wintering birds of the level and 
visit to the hide at Pannel Valley 
Nature Reserve. Please bring a 
packed lunch and binoculars if 
you have them. Some stiles. 
Meet at road side pool at Pett 
Level 10am. Donations  
appreciated. 
Antique & Collectables Fair  
Rye Community Centre,  
Conduit Hill from 9.30am – 
4.30pm 
 
Wed 6th 
Coffee Morning   
The George Hotel, Rye. Stalls 
etc from 10am – 12pm 
 
Sat 9th 
Bexhill   
Father Christmas with Reindeer 
in Manor gardens. Old Town 
skating rink and other activities 
10.30 – 17.00pm 
Rye Pre-School Playgroup 
Christmas Fair  
Rye Community Centre from 
11am -2pm 
 
 
 

 
Thur 14th 
Battle  
Christmas late night shopping. 
Information 01424 773721 
 
Sat 16th 
Antique & Collectables Fair  
Rye Community Centre,  
Conduit Hill from 9.30am –
4.30pm 
 
Sun 17th 
Rye Singers  
Carol concert at East Guldeford 
Church. 
 
Fri 22nd 
Yesterdays World  
Battle  
Santa’s search, runs till 31st 
December.  Information 
01424 775378 
 

PLEASE  NOTE  
RYE  FARMER’S  MARKET HELD 

EVERY  
WEDNESDAY  

ON  STRAND QUAY  
BETWEEN 10am – 1pm  

 
THURSDAY GENERAL  

MARKET AT ROPE WALK 
 

ALL THESE DETAILS  ARE IN FULL ON 
www.ryeharbournewsletter.org 

 

Please Send Any Of 
Your Events  

You Wish To Be  
Included To  

ryeharbournewsletter@tiscali.co.uk 
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COMPASS 
ELECTRONIC SERVICES 

Systems fully installed for as little as £299 
We can offer an enormous range of products and services, 

from changing a fuse to the provision and installation 
of a full home automation system 

• INTRUDER ALARMS 

• SECURITY LIGHTING 

• FIRE ALARMS 

• CCTV 

• ACCESS CONTROL 

• 24 hour CALL OUT 

WE ALSO MAINTAIN AND REPAIR 
ANY EXISTING SYSTEM 

 

We will not be beaten on price ! 
 

Phone us at any time for a quotation or advice 
01797 222502 

or visit our website 
www.compasseserv.co.uk 

or come and see us at 
Unit G8, Atlas Industrial Park 

Harbour Road, Rye, East Sussex TN31 7TE 

ALARM YOUR HOME 
OR BUSINESS NOW  ! 

 COMPASS 
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the group . . . print, design, 
business machines, office supplies, 
furniture, inspirations & packaging 

Visit us @  www.theromangroup.co.uk 

Tel:  08457 422 844 
Fax: 0800 389 7262 
 

Sales email:   statsales@the romangroup.co.uk 
Studio email: designprint@theromangroup.co.uk 
 

Office: 
Unit 11, Vinehall Farm, Mountfield, 
Robertsbridge, East Sussex, TN32 5JW 

RYE & WINCHELSEA CENTRE 
 

DECEMBER CALENDAR 2006 
 

 
THEATRE CLUB                       

 

 
Wednesday 6th December at 2.30 p.m. Theatre Royal Brighton:  
“Me and My Girl”, a happy, sparkling musical starring Trevor Bannister (are you being 
served?), Dillie Keane (Fascinating Aida) and Sylvester McCoy (Dr Who). Price £22 (twenty 
two pounds per person) (Cut-off date for tickets  
Monday 6th November). 
To obtain tickets for the above event please send a cheque and s.a.e. to  
Mrs Ros Adkins, School Cottage, 5 Six Bells Mews, Northiam TN31 6NT  (telephone 01797 
253763). 

RYE HARBO UR NEWSLETTER ISSUE  3   PAGE 21 

 

TEL: 01797 225599 - FAX: 01797 228655 
 

12 Cinque Ports Street, Rye, E. Sussex TN31 7AD 
 

Web site: www.cinqueportstravel.com     Email: info@cinqueportstravel.com 

Whether you need a flight to Amsterdam, a package holiday to Spain, a once a lifetime cruise 
or even a tailor made luxury break, Cinque Ports Travel can service your every need. 

 
We are the newest ‘all round’ Travel 
Agent in Rye, E. Sussex. We believe in 
providing a traditional personal service, 
whilst taking full advantage of the latest 
technological innovations in the market 
today, to find you the perfect holiday at 
the right price. 

    Children’s  
Christmas Party  

This years Children’s Christmas Party  
at the village hall will be held on  

Sunday 17th December From 4.00pm to 7.00pm  
This party is FREE to all  

resident children of the village and all 
are welcome, we hope to see you there for  

fun and games, food, entertainment 
and presents with Father Christmas. 

Also 
Prizes for best Fancy Dress  

( Various Ages) 
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   FISHING NEWS 
ROUND RYE BAY FOR MORE 

T he last few days of 
October saw a ban 
come into force for 
the under ten metre 

boats, meaning a complete 
stoppage on the landing of 
Plaice in a large area on the 
South East coast effecting all 
the local boats. This has now 
been lifted to a limited quota 
catch of five hundred  
kilogram's a calendar month, 
which in turn is an unrealistic 
amount due to the good 
mixed fishing that was going 
on at the time. When the ban 
was announced there was no 
talk of any change in the near 
future and nearly all the boats 
put the trawl gear ashore and 
finished any jobs on the  
scallop dredges and swapped 
over. 

First trips for the boats have 
seen some very good landings 
in quality but disappointing in 
the price they have fetched, 
there being a lot landed by the 
French already and this has 
made the fishermen think 
about the good fishing that 
was to be had in Rye bay. 
Being rather forced to stop 
trawling or to carry on and 
sweep dead Plaice through the 
scuppers has been a bitter pill 
to swallow and meant a 
change over to scalloping a 
few weeks earlier than most 
would have wanted but it 
looks like this form of  
enforcement is going to  
increase to restrict most  
fishing. 
Not all species of fish are  
under quota management and 

one boat trawling on the 
rough ground off Dungeness 
has had some success in  
landing a mixture of Dog 
fish , Lemon Sole, Gurnard, 
Lobster and Bass alongside 
the Dover Sole, Whiting, Cod 
and Plaice. 
Very unsettled weather in 
November has kept the boats 
in port for many days, making 
each trip more important in 
financial terms with the price 
of fuel still quite high even 
after a bit of a reduction, and 
rises in insurance and the cost 
of any fishing related gear as 
in chain and netting, mean the 
running of fishing boats are a 
big chunk of any earnings. 
 
 

BOY ASHORE 
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W e  
shall 
be  
 

holding a traditional 
Christmas Service of 
Christingles at the  
Harbour Church.  It will 
be on Sunday 24th December, 
Christmas Eve, at 3 p.m.  
Therefore there will be no 
Family service that morning.  
Christingles are decorated  
oranges, showing Christ the 
Light of the world and the cost 
of his sacrifice, together with 
the fruits of creation.  Each 
child (and some adults!) will 
be given a Christingle  
(Christ-light) orange as we sing 
some traditional Carols and 
hear the well known readings.  
The Children’s Society was 
inspired to resurrect this old 
custom (from Germany), 
which has captured the  
imagination of families for the 
last 30 years.  Our collection 
will go to help the Society’s 
work. 
 

If you would like to attend a 
Carol service after Christmas, 
St. Mary’s Church will be 
hosting one for the Churches 
of Rye and District – on Sun-
day 31st December at 6 p.m. 
 
 

December Services 
Sunday 10th 9.15 a.m.   
Holy Communion  
 
Sunday 24th  3 p.m.    
Christingles – Family Service 
 

 
“A very blessed and happy 

Christmas to you all”. 
 
 

As we approach the end 
of another year, it seems 
right to thank Sylvia  
Alford, ably supported by 
Michael, for her devotion 
to the Harbour Church.  
Sylvia is one of a band of 
faithful people who, up 

and down the land, ensure that 
our Churches continue to be of 
service to the community.  
Sometimes it seems like a 
thankless task, as the drift away 
from Church makes her job 
that much harder.  But she  
soldiers on, undaunted.  She 
has the love and respect of the 
Harbour people.  Thank you, 
Sylvia (and Michael)   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hugh Moseley  
(01797 222430) 

Rye Harbour Church News 

Whatever Your Sport  
Visit  

ARENA SPORTS 
9 – 11 Cinque Ports Street, Rye - Tel  01797 223742 

 
Dancing - Swimming - Tennis - Football - Cricket - Basketball - Rugby - Bowls – Snooker   

Boule - Darts - Cribbage and more! Major Brands, clothing, footwear & accessories 
 

As an independent retailer we are happy to order items not in stock and track down things  
you can’t find anywhere else!  Stock items & orders all competitively priced 

10% 

Disco
unt 

With  This 

Advert 

10% Discount With  This Advert 
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The Continuing Diaries 
 

14 - 03 - 06 
Officially joined ship - signing on 
as crew, collecting our wet gear, 
watch cards, stowing away gear 
along the foc's'le bunks. We do 
naval watches i.e. 4 hour watch on 
and 2 off, however there are other 
duties such as "happy hour" which 
consists of cleaning and scrubbing 
and setting in order around the 
ship as well as sail and yard setting 
and mess duty for 24 hours in 
rotation. It is quite an art to get in 
enough sleep. 
 

15 - 03 - 06 
By 10.30 am we were moving 
astern down the channel as to turn 
was too tight and dangerous. The 
buoyage of course is the opposite 
to Europe and the rest of the 
world! As soon as the channel was 
cleared we set sail with yards 
sharp to port in a F4 easterly wind. 
The sails were the fore course, 
upper and lower topsails, plus the 
mainsail, main lower topsail, outer 
jib, mizzen and lower staysail. 
This produced 4 knots of speed 
quickly increasing to 5 knots as 
the wind freshened. We intended 
to arrive off St. Bartholome in the 
morning so we handed the  
mainsails at midnight. 
 

16 - 03 -06 
We were anchored off St,  
Bartholome by 0800 hrs. and were 
taken to shore by the Dotty boats 
(Department of Trade and  
Industry approved) the wheel 
chairs being winched down the 
side of the ship and manually 
lifted on to shore. A good time 
was had by all swimming and 
eating and admiring the shops as 
this is a very expensive island. We 
were all aboard and lifted anchor 

at 1800 hrs. The 
wind was still E F5 
and this produced 
idyllic sailing as 
our course was due 
north for Bermuda. 
At midnight with 2 
watches the  
t'gallants, royals 
and courses were 
handed. This is a 
wise precaution 
unless the weather is very settled. 
A fresh crew would not relish 
going out on the yards on a dark 
and windy night. 
 

17 - 03 - 06 
We came on duty at midnight. 
The moon was just off full and the 
sea temperature was 25.5 C The 
ship is a weather ship during the 
Atlantic crossing for the  
Meteorological Office. Every 6 
hours GMT a detailed report is 
sent to the weather station with 
observations on low, medium 
and high cloud, sea temperature, 
wet and dry thermometer  
temperatures and atmospheric 
pressure accurate to 1/10 th of a 
millibar, observation in changes in 
pressure from the barograph  
during the last 6 hrs. Also wave 
height, swell primary and  
secondary, wind speed and 
direction. The log book kept by 
the crew on watch is hourly but 
not quite so full. In the afternoon 
big Dave 2nd. Mate gave a talk on 
preventing collisions at sea. One  
interesting factor on the complete 
voyage was how empty the sea 
was of other vessels and just gave 
us the sense of the enormous size 
of these oceans and what a tiny 
speck we are in time and space. 
 
On and on we sailed with our time 

filled with bracing the yards and 
tacking conversations and getting 
to know fellow members of the 
crew. 
 

20 - 03 -06 
We were busy on mess duty 
which consists of setting up tables, 
preparing vegetables, serving the 
upper and lower mess and  
learning all sorts of individual likes 
and preferences. The ship was 
very stable at this point so that we 
did not have to contend with a 
shifting slanting deck and table 
and if you are sitting at a table you 
try to choose the upside in order to 
avoid getting your own and others 
food and drink in your lap! 
We had motored overnight due to 
the lightness of the wind. We set 
sails after breakfast and this  
requires all hands on deck other 
than the hem and navigator. The 
wind was now NNW. Tacking 
and wering the ship during the day 
was excellent practice but our 
forward progress was slow. We 
furled the sails at 17.00 hrs. and  
resorted to motoring again. At 
18.25 hrs. sunset and all eyes were 
on the horizon to try to see the 
'green flash'. It did not oblige as 
there was too much Atlantic swell. 
We had a talk on Celestial  
Navigation and were invited to 
take noonday sights each day. This 

Sailing On The Tenacious 
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Sailing On The Tenacious Cont…. 
was very popular and over  
subscribed so we stood back as we 
had had the advantage of the very 
good course with Ken Steele some 
years before although our skills  
definitely need refreshing. 
 
21 - 03 - 06 
Wind light and N and sails were 
set once more and the day was so 
beautiful, clear blue sky and such a 
deep ultramarine blue sea whose 
depth was around 6 miles. In the 
afternoon a decision was made to 
furl the sails, launch the Dotty boat 
and have a swim. This is a 
particularly great treat for those 
paralysed from the waist  
downwards. 
It is not a relaxing time for the 
captain but was much enjoyed by 
everyone else. The rescue boat 
was needed as the swell and tide 
made it difficult for even the 
strongest swimmers to get back to 
the ship. 
We were hove to, with the yards 
on the mainmast set at right angles 
to the foremast. All safely back on 
board for hot showers to warm up 
and then sail setting including 
royals and t'gallants. 

24 - 03 - 06 
Wind was increasing so much that 
the angle of the hull was 33  
degrees + and the medical purser 
said it was getting too dangerous 
for the people in wheelchairs so 
we handed and furled the sails. 
This was after our 4 - 8am watch. 
No time or energy for writing a 
journal. 
Survival is the name of the game! 
We motored on and Bermuda 
began to appear on the morning of 
the 24th. The wind was a steady 
F& and Jill arranged for Ken to be 
on the helm to bring the ship with 
the supervision of a pilot into the 
narrow St. Georges Passage to the 
old capital of St. George. The 
weather was too rough for us to 
attempt to go to the pre-arranged 
Hamilton. We docked alongside 
and there was opportunity for 
wheelchair users to go aloft and 
other assisted climbs. Ken and Jill 
sought out the Assies on their 
yacht as we had not treated them 
well when they came too close to 
us during the voyage. We were 
able to make some recompense as 
they did not have a detailed 
enough chart of Horta and were 

able to provide this.. They were 
the only boat or ship that we 
sighted during the voyage. They 
were heading for the  
Mediterranean. 
 
Antigua to Bermuda 1079 NM. 
 We spent the next few days doing 
ship maintenance, shopping for a 
huge amount of supplies and  
generally getting shipshape for the 
next voyage. We had sometime to 
explore the area walking and by 
bus. The gale continued so we 
were not able to move on into 
Hamilton. Our cleaning job was 
difficult as we were in the  
bowthruster compartment, 
which meant Ken balancing on a 
shelf amongst the grease and dirt. 
We rewarded ourselves with a fast 
ferry ride to the dockyard with 
exhibitions of naval history,  
shipwrecks, history of Azorean 
and Portuguese immigrants, USA 
navy, slavery, strategic position of 
Bermuda between Antigua and 
Halifax and the whaling industry 
all kept us very busy until we had 
to run for the 1700 hrs. ferry! Next 
day working in the engine room 
on heat exchangers. Put on upper 
topsail gasket and lower topsail 
harbour stowed. A group of  
disabled children were brought on 
board and given a welcome and 
tour of the ship. We needed an 
early night to recover from a 
physically demanding day. 
We had said our goodbyes to our 
crew and started welcoming new 
crew including our Captain  
Barbara 
 

Jill Halpin 
 
 
 
Continuing the diaries next month…... 
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Family Announcements 

 Every Wednesday evening at 7.30pm, there is a bible study and house group 
at my house in Tram Road. We have good free discussions and are forming good 
friendships. All and any are welcome.  Molly Saunders. 

BIBLE STUDIES 

The Ploughman’s Lunches 
The next Village Hall Ploughman’s Lunch will be on Monday 13th March at 12 noon.  
The Lunch is open to all ages. Come and enjoy for £2.50 a meal fit for royalty. In the event of 
adverse weather, it will be cancelled and if you want to be sure you can contact Sylvia on 
01797 222650. 

The Ploughman’s Lunch will be held in the Village Hall on Monday 11th December at noon. 
Profits raised from the lunches go towards the Village Hall funds. Recently the storage trolley 
for the tables was purchased from the funds raised. 
If you are free on the 11th do join us please, all are welcome. 

 SEE THE NEW NATURE RESERVE SITE 

http://www.wildrye.info 

Jumble Sale 

David Jackson has recently died in hospital, although he had been living and working in the 
Philipines for many years, he did live for a long time at the 'Saltings' in Tram Road, thoughts 
go to all his family. 

Jumble Sale Saturday 18th November raised £155.00 in aid of the Chilren's Christmas 
Party, Julie would like to thank all the usual helpers, plus all who supported the event. 

Congratulations 
Congratulations to Clare and Mark on the birth of your son, Oliver Keith born on Monday 
20th November, a new brother for Alex and Amy, lots of love, Mum, Paul, Lara and  
Chippie. 

Hospital 
Maureen Higgs is in hospital at the moment, hope she will soon be well and home again. 

Reports by Julie & Sylvia 

Sympathy 
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              RASTRUM 
                 LTD                

Shipping & 
Warehousing 

 
Industrial Units 

1,000 Sq Ft To 50,000 Sq Ft 
& 

 Quality Offices   
To Let 

 

Rye Wharf, Harbour Road, Rye, 
East Sussex TN31 7TE 

 

Telephone: 
(01797) 224778 

Fax: (01797) 223650 


